The facial nerve function coefficient: analysis of 100 normal subjects.
The Facial Nerve Function Index (FNFI) is a measure of asymmetrical facial movement and is a quick and easy method of monitoring the improvement of function in patients with facial nerve palsy. However, purely as a consequence of the way the index is formulated, and not primarily because of any tendency to biological asymmetry favoring one particular direction in the population, the FNFI has a highly skewed distribution. To remove the inherent asymmetry of the index, a modified index, the Facial Nerve Function Coefficient (FNFC), for which a symmetrical distribution is obtained, is proposed. A reference range for this index was derived.